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Welcome to our
New Website & Newsletter!

Hooray! We recently re-designed our website and you can view it by
clicking the image above. We're still tweaking the site to make it more
mobile friendly. We'll also be sending out a quarterly newsletter full of
interesting film, video and animation news... upcoming and completed
projects, profiles on filmmakers, production companies, crew, and
locations, plus news on film festivals and much more. If you have a listing
on our site, now would be a good time to update it with any new

information. And if you have some interesting project news you'd like to
share in our January newsletter, please email us by Dec 30th
at info@piedmontfilm.com

UNCSA Alumni Film Thriller Locally

Actor Anneliese Judge with camera and sound crew in a scene from Where's Rose?

Production of the independent thriller “Where’s Rose?” wrapped in August after
three 6-day weeks of filming. Written, directed, produced, and photographed
by alumni from the UNC School of the Arts, the film shot mostly in the Triad
and also in Yadkinville and Salisbury. Starring actor Ty Simpkins (“Iron Man 3”,
"Jurassic World”) as Eric and Anneliese Judge (“Sweet Magnolias”) as Jessica,
the story revolves around Eric, a popular high school student whose little sister
Rose is found after a disappearance. However, Eric begins to suspect that she’s
not actually his sister but an evil force that has returned in her place.
Eighty percent of the crew were UNCSA alumni and students. Most of the key
positions were filled by UNCSA alumni who had graduated within the last
couple of years. The main production team included writer/director John

Matthis and producers Justin Boswick, Pablo Bobadilla, Jared Spouse and Ty
Simpkins, along with the director of photography, gaffer, first and second AC,
key grip, creature artist, and behind-the-scenes videographer. Due to the
pandemic, the size of the crew was kept small with approximately thirty crew
personnel during pre-production and production.
Since no other films their size were being made at the time, the producers had
to pave the path for how to safely make an independent film. To secure SAG
approval, they created vigorous COVID guidelines to be followed while filming
which would ensure the safety of cast and crew. A Covid Compliance Officer
was hired to be on set and make sure everyone followed the guidelines. “The
biggest things we had to deal with were wearing masks at all times on set,”
said Justin Boswick, one of the producers. "Plus, there was rigorous testing of
our cast and crew, daily check-ins with a medical professional on set,
quarantining from the world outside of set-life, as well as monitoring ventilation
indoors, constant sanitization, and of course social distancing.”
Despite the unusual challenge of making a film during a pandemic, the shoot
went really well. “We had a lot of challenges to overcome due to our budget
constraints, COVID regulations, and inclement weather most days, but we were
still able to make a great film," stated Boswick. “We’re super thankful for
everything the community did to help us with production. We wouldn’t have
been able to do it without the help of the Piedmont Triad Film Commission as
well as city officials in Winston-Salem, Yadkinville, and Salisbury.”
The Piedmont Triad Film Commission assisted the filmmakers in finding two of
their most crucial lead locations, plus made introductions for the production
team to city and county officials. The owner of the house they used as their
main shooting location is a member of the Winston-Salem City Council and
gave them a great deal. Yadkin County provided a hospital location at no
charge, Kermit’s Hot Dog Stand gave them a great deal on their diner and
stayed open after hours to accommodate their shoot, and Catawba College
allowed them to film at their football stadium and provided production design
pieces. Plus, the Winston-Salem Police Department helped with police cars, the
Winston-Salem Recreation and Parks Department with permits, and the
Winston-Salem City Council paved the way for them to get rapid COVID testing
through Wake Forest Baptist Health. Even Mayor Allen Joines met with the
production team to offer his support.
Would he come back here again to shoot? You betcha. “Since most of our team
has been based in Los Angeles, we’ve learned how difficult it is to create a film
in an over-saturated location,” said Boswick. "Winston-Salem and the Piedmont
area provided us with everything we needed location wise and the community

support was unmatched."
The filmmakers have a rough cut of the film and plan to lock picture later this
month. By December, they’ll have a finished film they can submit to festivals
and shop around to various distributors. So far, they’ve raised seventy-five
thousand dollars online at WeFunder (https://wefunder.com/wheresrosefilm)
but want to raise twenty thousand more to cover costs for post production and
the festival circuit. If all goes according to plan, they hope to have a Spring or
Summer 2021 release and maybe even a sneak preview in Winston-Salem.

NC Zoo Featured in 8-Part Nat Geo WILD series

Nat Geo WILD announced that it will feature the North Carolina Zoo in an
eight-part docuseries titled, "World's Biggest Zoo." The zoo docuseries,
produced by Double Act TV, will debut in Fall 2020, according to
the Business Wire.
A description of the series says it will highlight the NC Zoo's "emergency
and routine animal procedures and animal husbandry to rescue,
rehabilitation and release" in a time where the concept of zoos seem "out
of sync with animal welfare." The full description of the "World's Biggest
Zoo" series reads:
"Welcome to North Carolina, home to the largest zoo in the world. Spread
out over an enormous 2,600 acres, this AZA accredited zoo has thousands

of individual animals, more than 212 species and a diverse range of
landscapes, including swamps, prairies, rivers, forests and even a desert.
It's more of a wildlife reserve than a traditional zoo, and many species
share habitats as they would in the wild. At a time when the traditional
concept of a zoo seems out of sync with animal welfare, the North
Carolina Zoo leads the way and has achieved global recognition for setting
zoo standards. The eight-part series features stories of every kind - from
emergency and routine animal procedures and animal husbandry to
rescue, rehabilitation and release."

UNCSA Film School Ranks in Top 10

On the set of the 2020 third-year film "Movie Night." / Photo: Connor Ryan

The School of Filmmaking at the University of North Carolina School of the
Arts (UNCSA) has been recognized by two leading publications of the film
and television industry this month. The Hollywood Reporter (THR) ranked
the school at No. 10 on its list of 25 top film schools in America — the
highest ranking ever for UNCSA by the publication, and MovieMaker
Magazine included UNCSA in its list of 39 of the best film schools in the
U.S. and Canada. Read more here...
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